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Dear Friends of One Place, 

October was Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and amid the pandemic that includes 

stay-at-home orders, One Place staff diligently worked on domestic violence awareness 

efforts to share information about One Place services and resources.  In the virtual world we 

currently have to live in, we are being pushed beyond our comfort zones to activate and 

participate in effective and creative ways to accomplish the goal of increasing domestic 

violence awareness. We consistently made concerted efforts to participate in virtual media 

interviews, community rallies, and video conferencing panels to share One Place’s 

comprehensive array of services provided through case management and onsite partner 

services.   Our goal is to continue being diligent and focused on thinking outside of the box 

to get the word out to individuals most in need of our services.  The virtual world will keep 

us on our toes to reach as many victims as possible and educate our community on the 

dynamics of domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, elder abuse and human trafficking. We are up for the 

challenge!!   

Current data is indicating the increase of domestic violence in our nation, and One Place is also experiencing an increase 

in victim service requests over the last several months.  Protection Orders filed by onsite partners, Legal Services, and 

Jones School of Law increased 66% during September 2020 from the beginning of the fiscal year, October 2019.  These 

requests make sense based on pandemic requirements asking everyone to stay at home to decrease exposure to the 

coronavirus.  For victims of domestic violence, the pandemic guidelines to stay at home has increased victims’ exposure 

to repeated and severe violence by the abuser.  One Place is assisting victims who have more serious injuries and extreme 

fear for their lives.  In addition to protection orders, victims are requesting safe shelter or assistance to relocate to family 

and/or friends, often out-of-state.  Staff and partners have worked longer hours to get victims and their children to safety 

and support their efforts to obtain immediate legal remedies. Kudos to the One Place staff and partners for maintaining 

client services even through the local high-risk exposure time periods in our community.  Our teamwork through these 

unprecedented and challenging times is phenomenal-THANK YOU!! 

Marjorie S. Baker, 
Executive Director 
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Message from our Executive Director 

Drive-In for a Good Cause: ONE PLACE and the Shoppes at East Chase 

sponsored a Drive-In movie event of the 80s classic Back to the Future on 

Aug. 27. The sold-out event raised money for One Place in providing more 

efficient and effective services to victims of domestic violence, sexual 

assault, dating violence, stalking, child and elder abuse, and human 

trafficking, living across Central Alabama. 

“We’re so thankful we were able to partner with One Place for [this event],” 

said Suzanna Wasserman of East Chase, during a WSFA interview in 

August. [Center photo, courtesy: M. McWhorter, One Place] 

http://www.oneplacefjc.org/
mailto:info@oneplacefjc.org
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“We are their support system … we help them to find shelter … help them with counseling, and find whatever 

their needs are,” said Client Intake Specialist, Marceie McWhorter. “What makes me feel good about working here 

is, I’m the first person that answers the phone; I’m the first voice clients hear; when they walk in the door, I am the 

first person they see."  

McWhorter first became familiar with One Place in 2016 as an employee of the Montgomery County District 

Attorney’s Office. A survivor of domestic violence, McWhorter’s passion is connecting with clients who are 

suffering at the hands of abuse, to break free. 

“I am here to comfort them,” McWhorter said. “The only thing I can do is put my arm around you and say, ‘We 

are here, and we’re going to help you get through this.’ We want to help [clients] feel like we’ve done something 

to help them and guide them in the right direction.” 

Since being at One Place, McWhorter has been a friendly, compassionate face for victims of domestic violence. “I 

love One Place because we are family here – everybody works together for a common goal, and that common goal 

is to service our clients and make sure their needs are met.” 

McWhorter further stated, “Knowing that someone has gone through what they’ve gone through, it’s an emotional 

thing. It makes a difference when you can let clients know you are human too, and that you can relate to what 

they’re going through, can feel their pain. 

From completing general administrative tasks such as checking voice messages, gathering resources and filing 

paperwork, to directing clients to a caseworker or an attorney, One Place’s Client Intake Specialists ensure clients 

get the necessary help and resources they need. One Place provides comprehensive, support services and advocacy 

which affords greater safety, access to services, and confidentiality to victims and their families by co-locating 

services under one roof. The Center is where victims can plan for their safety, have an advocate, talk with a law 

enforcement officer, meet with a magistrate, obtain information on community resources, and receive sexual 

assault services. 

As a child of domestic violence, Alexis “Lexi” Martin, can relate to many of the clients who walk through One 

Place’s doors every day. Before joining One Place as a Client Intake Specialist, Martin volunteered with the 

organization in 2014, serving as an intern – assisting the Montgomery Police Department’s Domestic Violence 

Unit with its database, creating profiles of perpetrators. 

“I was 6 when my dad died,” Martin said, whose father physically abused her mother. “Until I started volunteering 

here, I didn’t think I wanted to deal with [the violence] or remember it. As a kid, I stayed in a [DV] shelter. I just 

wanted to help people who are dealing with [domestic violence] to let them know you can get through it, and your 

kids can too.” 

Martin wants clients to know at One Place, they are in the “right place.” 

We Are Here for You: One Place Intake Specialists offer Support and Resources to Victims in Crisis 



ONE PLACE FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER       | FALL 2020         3 

 

 

“I can tell when they are upset, panicked, and don’t know what to do, and 

they are embarrassed about being here,” Martin said. “I feel I can sometimes 

talk to them and let them know that they are not the only ones who this 

happened to. I try to talk to them and give them resources … help them to 

calm down. We are a crisis center in a way … I let them know we do care.” 

Martin believes being pleasant and approachable to clients is important, 

especially if clients are hesitant or embarrassed initially about their 

situations. “Sometimes when people come to the door, they are not sure they 

even want to be here. We are here to help – whatever the situation is.”  

Longtime Domestic Violence Attorney receives Alabama State Bar's first Public 

Interest Award One Place Family Justice Center congratulates longtime attorney Jim 

O. Smith, who was recently recognized by the Alabama State Bar as the recipient of 

its first Pro Bono Public Interest Attorney Award in Summer 2020. Practicing since 

1978, Smith began his legal career at Legal Services Alabama's Selma Office before 

moving to its Opelika and finally Montgomery Office, where he currently serves as 

Staff Attorney. In 2010, Smith became the first attorney housed at One Place Family 

Justice Center, where he currently handles domestic violence and sexual assault cases. 

 Thank you Jim for your continued dedicated service to low-income Alabamians 

and victims of domestic violence! JOB WELL DONE! 

 

  

ONE PLACE Family Justice Center 
serves victims across Montgomery, 
Autauga, Butler, Crenshaw, Elmore, 
and Lowndes counties. Additional 
Sexual Assault Services also 
available to Dallas, Perry, and 
Wilcox counties. 

Attorney Jim Smith 
 [photo courtesy: Legal Services Alabama] 

Community Partner Spotlight 

Join Us for Our Virtual Celebration!  

Zoom Meeting link: 
https://tinyurl.com/y6mtym2m 

Meeting ID: 882 3014 7751 

http://www.pngall.com/congratulation-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://tinyurl.com/y6mtym2m
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A Look at Crisis Counseling and Intervention –  
One Place Crisis Counselor, Terria Herron, MS, ALC      

What Is Crisis Counseling/Intervention? 
Crisis counseling/intervention is an immediate and short-term emergency response to mental, emotional, physical, and behavioral distress. 

Crisis counseling/interventions help to restore an individual’s equilibrium to their biopsychosocial functioning and minimize the potential 

for long-term trauma or distress. 

Many crisis interventions are conducted by certified crisis intervention counselors at hospitals, clinics, social services, drug rehab centers, 

or an individual’s home. Crisis counseling is not intended to provide psychotherapy or similar treatment, but offers a short-term intervention 

to help clients receive assistance, resources, stabilization, and support. 

What Is A Crisis Situation? A crisis can refer to trauma, mental illness, victimization (sexual 

assault/domestic violence victim), grief, or relationship changes. A crisis can be difficult for anybody to cope with, 

and many times crises are recurring situations for an individual suffering from mental illness, domestic violence, 

and victimization (rape/sexual assault), and substance abuse. 

A crisis may cause a person to lose their ability to cope with stress, trauma, grief, guilt, shame, or any other 

dilemma causing them to lose their mental/emotional/physical balance. 

10 warning signs that may warrant a victim of sexual assault and/or domestic violence to seek 
crisis counseling/intervention: 

• Feelings of hopelessness/helplessness 

• Feeling unsafe/fears/paranoia 

• Feeling out of sorts/personality/mood changes/depression 

• Suicidality/Homicidal ideations (risk to harm self and/or others) 

• Feeling out of control (nervousness/anxiousness/panic attacks) 

• Flashbacks/nightmares/disassociation/amnesia or reliving the trauma in real time 

• difficulty eating or sleeping/weight gain/weight loss 

• anger/grief/shame/denial/minimizing 

• withdrawn and isolated/lack of interest/energy 

• relationship difficulties/trust issues/boundary issues 

Both crisis counseling and crisis interventions can occur without notice. Seeking crisis counseling/intervention as 

quickly as possible may be necessary to help a person regain a sense of control and balance in his/her life. 

Crisis Intervention Professionals 
A crisis intervention may involve a wide range of professionals, including psychiatrists, counselors, psychologists, police officers, 

firefighters, emergency medical staff, nurses, doctors, and communications personnel. 

Certified crisis intervention counselors work to help patients suffering from mental illnesses or emotional disorder, restore stability and 

navigate through intense feelings brought on by an unexpected change in their lives. 

Crisis intervention sessions range from 20 minutes to several hours long. The duration of crisis treatment can be anywhere from one session 

to several weeks, depending on the severity of the crisis, and/or the individual’s state of mental health. 

Reach out for help with mental and emotional distress. 

If you, or someone you know, is in danger resulting from domestic violence, sexual abuse, or a crisis,  

please call 334-262-7378 or visit oneplacefjc.org. 
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One 

Place One Place Family Justice Center participated in community outreach events as well as media interviews throughout 

July and August. In July, One Place Community Outreach Coordinator, Desiree Taylor, made a special online presentation at 

the Morgan Memorial Library in downtown Montgomery. In August, One Place partnered with the Shoppes at East Chase to 

sponsor a sold-out summer Drive-in movie fundraising event, as well as participated in a community connection event in 

Lowndes County in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Outreach and Education 

Support our 10th Anniversary- DONATE TODAY! 

Suzanna Wasserman (right), The Shoppes at 
East Chase Dir. of Marketing, and Camille. 

One Place Staff put together awareness bags for 
movie event held Aug. 27 at East Chase. 

Staff with the Montgomery County District 
Attorney’s Office (Darryl Bailey). Photo courtesy: E. 

Franklin, District Atty’s Office. 

MPD DV Bureau’s Investigator, Sgt. Kenya Nunn and MPD Sgt. S. Rucker speak during a violence rally in August. Photo right: One Place 
Crisis Counselor Terria Herron offers educational resources to citizens during an event in Lowndes County on 9/26; Emily Campbell and 
Cynthia Williams with the Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ACADV), distribute awareness bags during a violence awareness 
rally in August; One Place Staff participate in Purple Thursday on Oct. 22 to recognize Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
[photo courtesy: C. Jamith, One Place]. 

One Place 
Community 
Outreach 
Coordinator, 
Desiree Taylor 
during an online 
presentation in July 
at the Montgomery 
City-County Public 
Library. 

One Place Outreach Coordinator Desiree Taylor, Executive Director Marjorie Baker, and Intake 
Specialist Marceie McWhorter, participate in a violence awareness rally held Aug. 29 at Oak Park, 
Montgomery. Photo right: Balloon release for gun and domestic violence awareness. 

YES! I would like to give to support One Place Family Justice Center’s 10th Anniversary: 
   Bronze level ǀ$10 - $100                Platinum level ǀ $10,000 or more 

   Silver level ǀ $100 - $1,000          

   Gold level ǀ $1,000 - $10,000       

 

I am a new pledge donor and would like to contribute in other ways:  
 I wish to contribute $____________ annually for ______ year(s); 

 I wish to contribute $____________ monthly for ______ month(s); 

 I wish to contribute $____________ as a lump sum donation today. 

  

Contact Information (please print): 

 

__________________________________    _____________________________________   _______________ 
(First Name)     (Last Name)            (Date) 

 

___________________________________________    ____________________     _____________________ 
(Organization/Company Name)                                   (Day Phone Number)                   (Cell Phone Number) 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
(Address)                 (City)                                       (State)                    (Zip) 

 

 

____________________________________________       ______________________________________       _______________________________ 
(Email)       (Signature)     (Date) 

  
 My check is enclosed, made payable to:  One Place Family Justice Center     
    Please invoice me at the address indicated above.                                              

    Please invoice my organization at the address indicated above. 
  

 

One Place Family Justice Center is a 501( c) 3 Nonprofit Organization.  Thank you for your support! 

One Place Family Justice Center | 530 S. Lawrence Street | Montgomery, AL  36104 | 334.262.7378 

Email:  info@oneplacefjc.org | Website:  www.oneplacefjc.org| www.facebook.com/oneplacefamilyjusticecenter 

mailto:info@oneplacefjc.org
http://www.oneplacefjc.org|/
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Board of Directors 2019-2020  

Executive Committee 

Eddie Compton, III, President 
Nell Rankin, Vice President 
Marla Vickers, Secretary 
Clark Ward, Treasurer 

Members 

Michael Briddell, Immediate Past President 

Daryl Bailey 
Janel Bell – Haynes 
Jon Briggs 
Ellen Brooks 
Hannah Chadee 
Lynette Cupps 
Daniel (Dan) Harris, Jr. 
Liletta Jenkins 
Kelli McDaniel Day 
Donald (Donnie) Mims 
Brenda Mitchell 
Daphne O’Hair 
Katie Cameron O’Mailia 
Clay Phillips 
Jenny Reaves 
Karen Sellers 
Ben Venable 
 
Executive Director 
Marjorie S. Baker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS, STAFF   

& COMMUNITY PARTNERS  

for your dedicated service in helping victims  

of Domestic Violence since 2010! 
 

 

 

ONE PLACE: WE’RE HERE FOR YOU 

Community and Offsite Partners 

Family Sunshine Center 

Montgomery County 
Commission 

Montgomery Area Council on 
Aging 

Family Guidance Center of 
Alabama 

Montgomery County DHR 

Child Protect 

Montgomery County Task Force 
on Domestic Violence 

Montgomery Area Mental Health 
Authority 

Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office 

Victims of Crime and Leniency 

Easterseals Central Alabama 

Helping Montgomery Families 
Initiative 

Medical Advocacy and Outreach 

Butterfly Bridge Children’s  
Advocacy Center 

 
U.S. Attorney’s Office – Middle 

District of Alabama 

 

 

 

Onsite Partners 

Legal Services Alabama 

Jones School of Law,  
Family Violence Clinic 

 
Montgomery Police Department, 

Domestic Violence Bureau 

City of Montgomery, 
 Magistrate/Municipal Court 

 

Montgomery County District 
Attorney’s Office-  

Family Violence Unit 
 

 


